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Five years ago, this was
just another vacant parish.

Today it’s home to a center of Franciscan and Marian spiritual renewal.
Welcome to St. Joseph Chapel and The Shrine of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary in Pontiac, Michigan. Read about it on page 4.

FOCUS ON A FRIEND

In May, our
Cincinnati
Province hosted
a meeting for the
development
directors of the
Franciscan ESC
(English Speaking
Fr. John
Conference). It
is time set aside each year to get
together with the people who do
what we do from each Province. We
pray together, share ideas, successes,
disappointments, and enjoy speakers
that are experts in their field. The best
part is being able to spend time with
each other. It does not hurt that it is a
fun group of people who really want
to help and encourage one another.
Cincinnati is one of the seven
Provinces of the Order of Friars Minor
(O.F.M.) in the United States. Each
Province is a separate entity with
different missions and ministries. We
may approach things differently, but
I always come out of those meetings
realizing that at the core, we are much
more alike than different.
As we wait for the vote with the
decision on one Province, the idea
should not cause any of us worry or
alarm. I am convinced the Holy Spirt
will lead and guide us.
I hope you will enjoy reading this
newsletter and, as always, I welcome
your comments and suggestions.
You can call us at 513-721-4700 or
email friarworks@franciscan.org
May God Bless you.

Six Decades of Love, Family
and Community

Couple Creates a Legacy
Continuing Lifetime of
Faith and Service

Almost six decades after their marriage, and still living in the
West Side Cincinnati home where they raised their children, Bill
and Dorothy Harmeyer remain committed to the family motto,
“Keep the faith and pass it on.”
“We have five children, and 14 grandchildren. They all kept
the Catholic faith so we’ve been blessed in many ways,” Bill said
when asked about the charitable gift annuity he and Dorothy
recently established with the Province of St. John the Baptist,
“We feel obligated to give back to the Lord. We thought this
would be a nice thing to do with the Franciscans.”
Describing her history with the Franciscans, Dorothy shared,
“I grew up in Maysville and went to Catholic School where there
were Franciscan nuns. They were kind, patient and excellent
teachers. I learned a lot from them.”
Talking about his own history, Bill said, “I went to the high school
seminary for three years. Fr. Bill Reichel, who was in the seminary then,
left for the secular priesthood. He was a wonderful priest. That was my
early connection with the Franciscans.”
“I’m really devoted to St. Anthony,” Dorothy added. “He’s helped us
through difficult times.”
Bill and Dorothy served on the Marriage Preparation team for Our Lady
of Victory Parish for 28 years. “The Catholic Church has a requirement
that couples take a prenuptial questionnaire before marriage. We would
discuss the results with them. Then they would meet with the priest who
was going to marry them,” Bill stated. Dorothy said, “We were fortunate
to have worked with 59 couples. I think if couples are open and honest it
helps their marriage.”
In addition to his service with Dorothy on the Parish Marriage
Preparation team, Bill has served as a Eucharistic Minister at The Christ
Hospital in Cincinnati for 23 years. “I had a heart bypass in 1993 and
when those things happen, you start wondering where you’ve been and
what you have done for God,” Bill shared. “In the hospital, a Eucharistic
Minister would distribute Holy Communion, and I thought that looked
like a pretty good ministry to do. There are usually 25–35 Catholic
patients to visit, so it takes a little while. But, it is a real blessing.”
For Bill and Dorothy, “passing it on” also means helping future
generations. “We know Catholic high school is expensive, so we help with
some of our grandchildren’s tuition,” Bill said.
Bill and Dorothy continue to
enjoy their home and time spent
with family and friends.

Fr. John Bok, OFM,
Friar Works
Co-Director

Bill and Dorothy Harmeyer

The Province of St. John the
Baptist is honored to list Bill and
Dorothy Harmeyer as members of
the St. Anthony Legacy Circle. For
information about ways to support
the Franciscans through your will
or trust, contact Colleen Cushard
at ccushard@franciscan.org or
513-721-4700.

A Blessing Beyond Measure
by Lindsey Archdeacon

Sometimes it’s hard to imagine

how financial contributions actually impact the
lives of those less fortunate. Donations are sent off
with thoughts, prayers, and knowledge that others
are being helped, but it’s not always possible to
grasp the extent to which generosity changes lives.
Fr. Colin King, O.F.M., who is serving at the
Franciscan mission in Negril, Jamaica, often sees
firsthand how small acts of kindness have the
power to change lives, bring hope, and spread the
love of God. Fr. Colin is no stranger to poverty
and its effects—he is pastor of two churches on
the west side of the island in small rural or fishing
communities where residents struggle to make a living
and provide for their families. It is a daily obstacle for
parents to put food on the table and send their children
to school. In certain areas in the hills, rainwater must
be collected and harvested since there is no natural
water source.

Small acts of kindness
have the power to change lives.
It’s a world where an already difficult and perilous
livelihood cannot withstand even the slightest setback,
so when the motor on Raymond Rose’s fishing boat
broke, he panicked. Fishing is the primary source of income
for this husband and father, and he did not have the money
to repair it or purchase a new one. Unable to fish and
desperate for a little bit of income to support his family,
he began working on other people’s boats while his sat on
the shore. He hoped eventually to save enough money to
have his motor welded, but even if he had enough money to
repair it, it would inevitably break again. He knew he would
be forced to repeat the tedious process until the day his
motor would be beyond repair.
Seeing this family’s dire need, Fr. Colin was able to step
in on behalf of the Province of St. John the Baptist and
offer enough money to purchase a new motor. Half of the
cost (about $2,000 USD) was a gift to the family, and the
family will repay the other half to the local church to be
used for future projects in the community.
Top to bottom: Raymond with his family. Middle: Fr. Colin
“My hope is that these projects will immediately help
blesses Raymond’s new boat motor. Bottom: Fr. Colin with local
families
in the community find sustainable ways of
school children and staff.
supporting themselves,” Fr. Colin says, adding that he is
also working to find mentors to guide families in running their businesses. “I am also hoping that these folks
will become community leaders who are willing to give back and help others.”
Raymond and his wife, Marie, are extremely grateful for the support. “We really benefit tremendously from
this help,” Raymond says. “When I go to sea and catch fish, I get to sell some of them and that helps support
my children going to school and my family… and I get to share some of the catch with friends and family, also.”
Marie says she believes that God sent Fr. Colin to them in their time of need.
Your generosity truly makes a difference and touches the lives of many. The Jamaican mission is always
accepting donations, which sustain the friars’ work and allow them to expand their programs.
Visit www.Franciscan.org to learn more or support their service.

MINISTRY FOCUS

Saving a Shrine

with Work, Prayers and the Grace of God

by Toni Cashnelli
The statues are peeling.
The parking lot is a crazy
quilt of patch work. And
the chain link fence has
taken a few hits. But Friar
Alex Kratz looks beyond
the neglect and disrepair,
and what he sees is holy ground.
That, and a world of possibilities.
Five years ago, this was just
another vacant parish. Today it’s
home to a center of Franciscan and
Marian spiritual renewal.
Welcome to St. Joseph Chapel
and The Shrine of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary in Pontiac, MI.
Behind two buildings is a U-shaped
trail with 14 Stations of the Cross.
In the nearby rectory are the new
offices of Terra Sancta Pilgrimages,
which Alex co-founded in 2008
and now serves as Spiritual
Director. This confluence of place
and purpose seems to have been
destined: A shrine is a holy place,
and “Terra Sancta”, referring to its
ministry in the Holy Land, means
“holy ground”.
“It was kind of meant to be,”
says Alex, who was looking to
move Terra Sancta’s headquarters
from an office building in
Southfield when he heard about
this place in 2013. A pilgrimage
veteran suggested a space 12 miles
north of Detroit and a half-mile
from the site where an auto plant
once produced Pontiacs. “I had
done a wedding here at St. Joseph’s
once, and I remember thinking,
‘I’d like to have a church like this.’”
How it all unfolded still amazes
Alex. “God made it happen,”
he insists.
St. Joseph’s was founded as a
mission for Polish-Americans
in 1923. The Marian shrine, a
passion project of long-serving

Pastor Bernard Jarzembowski,
was dedicated in 1948 . Through
the years, Alex says, “This place
became known for some healing
miracles.” One of six registered
Marian shrines in Michigan, it
attracted pilgrims from across the
country. But as auto plants closed
and neighbors fled to suburbs,
the parish declined and fell into
debt. By the time the property was
offered for sale in 2013, the shrine
was “basically closed.”
The notion of moving Terra
Sancta to a place loved by pilgrims
appealed to Alex and co-founder
Patti Giangrande. But there was
also a Franciscan connection at
St. Joseph’s. Devoted to the saint,
“Pastor Jarzembowski was healed
by St. Anthony as a child,” Alex
says. “And we discovered there
was once a Third Order fraternity
here. That felt like it confirmed
our presence.”
Once they decided to buy and
restore the chapel and grounds,
the pieces fell into place. A woman
in Plymouth, Mass., pledged
$150,000 “as a thanksgiving gift
for the Blessed Mother.” But hers
was a matching fund donation.
To seal the deal, “We had a threemonth window for all of this to
happen,” Alex says. “We needed
to raise $150,000 to match it. By
the grace of God, we reached our
goal,” purchasing the property in
March of 2015. “Maybe Pastor
Jarzembowski was praying for us.”

Chapel reborn

Inspired to follow Francis and
“rebuild my church”, they
discovered how demanding
that can be. Besides a facelift,
accomplished with vinyl siding
and the addition of a stone façade,
the sad little chapel needed a

Fr. Alex Kratz outside the newly renovated St.
Joseph Chapel and Shrine of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary in Pontiac, MI.

new boiler, a new roof, electrical
updates and repairs to window
frames. Volunteers and donors
came to the rescue. “The paint is
new, the molding, carpeting and
lighting are new,” Alex says.
“The tabernacle was found in
the attic and re-plated.”
On May 13, 2017—the
centennial year of Our Lady of
Fatima—the chapel re-opened.
Since then Alex, one of the
founders of St. Moses the Black
Friary in inner-city Detroit,
has been there on Tuesdays
and Saturdays celebrating Mass
and working with Pilgrimage
Coordinator Patti on Terra Sancta’s
ministries. First Saturday devotions
are popular, and the typical
turnout for Mass is “decent” for
“a somewhat out-of-the-way
shrine like ours,” Alex says.
Eventually, “I’d like to do
outdoor Masses, especially for
the Feast of St. Anthony.” On
last year’s Feast day, “We had a
donation of 400 loaves of bread
from an Italian baker. We went
door-to-door to share the blessing”
in their predominantly black
Baptist neighborhood and were
buoyed by the positive response.

Down the road, “We hope
to perhaps one day open a
St. Anthony Evangelization
Center” and possibly start a healing
ministry. It sounds ambitious, but
“Our strength is doing ministry
on our knees, praying.”
They’re not worried about the
weathered statues, the droopy
fence or the pitted parking lot. As
Alex has learned, this is a place
where prayers are heard—and
miracles can happen.

weather, “We still got 40 who came to learn and/or register for our April
pilgrimage, which now is at about 40 pilgrims and likely growing. We
haven’t had numbers like this in seven years or so, so we are happy.”

The next pilgrimage is Oct. 8–22. For more information call Pilgrimage
Coordinator Patti Giangrande, OFS, at 248-514-1747,
or visit www.terrasanctapilgrimages.org.)

Excerpts from a story written by Toni Cashnelli that first appeared in SJB NewsNotes

If you go

St. Joseph Chapel and The Shrine
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary is
at 400 South Blvd. W., Pontiac, MI
48341. The chapel and shrine
are open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Saturdays,
with Confession from 10:30-11:45
a.m., Mass at noon, and Rosary
after Mass.

Restored statutes.
Top to bottom:
St. Francis,
The Immaculate Heart
of Mary and
Our Lady of the Cape,
Queen of the Most
Holy Rosary.

Helping the Holy Land

“Even though we’re tiny and poor,
we help the Holy Land a lot,” says
Alex Kratz, Spiritual Director
of Terra Sancta Pilgrimages.
Since 2008, the Michigan-based
ministry has taken nearly 1,000
pilgrims to places where Jesus
walked and introduced them to
the modern-day Christians who
live there.
Now housed in the former
rectory of St. Joseph Chapel and
the Shrine of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary in Pontiac, Mich.,
Terra Sancta does more than lead
pilgrimages twice a year. “We
support a parish on the West
Bank,” says Alex, “and have a
Child Sponsorship Program with
a school there. Building bridges is
very moving to me.” One hundred
percent of donations to its
Holy Land programs go to
the Holy Land.
Alex sees a trend, “an uptick
in pilgrimage to the Holy Land
all over.” Terra Sancta’s latest
orientation meeting was held
on Super Bowl Sunday. Despite
the scheduling and snowy
5

Our Planned
Giving Organizer
I always thought of St. Anthony as the “boring saint.”
All he is known for is finding lost things, compared to
more exciting saints that were martyred or performed
amazing miracles.
After finding a novena to St. Anthony I decided to pray to him anyway. A
year before I had lost a ruby and diamond ring. I had forgotten about it
but after starting the novena I noticed something in my driveway and it
was the ring! I had not even asked St. Anthony for it!
I started to read about his life and learned he was a great preacher. I
had been asked to be a lector at Mass, which is hard for me because I’m
dyslexic. I prayed to St. Anthony to help me recite the readings as well as
he did during his life.
The day came for me to read. I had asked my children to come to Mass
to support me, but, sadly none of them came. I did the readings, and as
I went back to my seat I saw a Franciscan priest standing in the back of
the church. I looked again and I saw him leaving. After Mass I asked the
usher if he saw the priest standing next to him and he told me he was
alone. After some thinking, I believe I had seen St. Anthony. He came to
support me because my children didn’t. Then the head lector asked me
how many hours I practiced because I had read so well! St. Anthony is
now my favorite saint and I praise God for him. – Veronica M.

Have you ever
shared with anyone
which readings you
would like at your
funeral? How about
what music you
would like? Where
will your family find
your important
documents?
Our planned giving
organizer allows you to give thoughts
to your personal wishes in calm
recognition of the inevitable.
Even though this will not be one of
the easiest things you ever do, I think
you will agree that this booklet will
make things much less stressful for
your family during a devastating time.
To receive your copy, contact Colleen
Cushard at friarworks@franciscan.org
or call 513-721-4700.

Vision Statement
The friars of St. John the
Baptist Province are members
of the Order of Friars Minor, a
Franciscan brotherhood founded
in the 13th century by St. Francis
of Assisi. We serve the People of
God as Catholic brothers and
priests, devoting our lives to the
search for God in a communal
life of poverty, prayer, and
service to others.

A QUESTION
A CHALLENGE
A L I F E S TAT E M E N T

ORDER OF FRIARS MINOR
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The Franciscan Friars,
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