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St. Anthony,

Our Miracle Worker

Join us June 13th at the National Shrine of St. Anthony in Cincinnati, Ohio, as we honor St. Anthony on his
feast day. If you are unable to join us in person, light a candle in his honor or make a gift of St. Anthony
Bread to help the friars serve those in need. See page 3 to learn more.

Hope for an Infant School
in Revival, Jamaica
Since Fr. Colin
King’s arrival
to the friars’
Jamaican missions
about five years
ago, he has been
instrumental in
the development
Prescilla
of many lifesaving
begging for
projects and initiadonations!
tives, including a
medical and dental clinic that you
helped make possible.

reach children at an early developmental age.
The proposed infant school
will provide three- to six-year-old
children with an early childhood
Catholic education and strong
moral values. The facility will be
well-equipped and modern, which
in Revival means that there will be
electricity and indoor restrooms.
Lunch will also be provided, which
could be the only real meal of the
day for many of the children.

Will you help give the gift of education to these children who
desperately need it? Your support is life-changing for them.

The Jasper Foundation “Revival School Match”
• The Jasper Foundation will match all donations up to a total of
$20,000 for the infant school.
• Your gift will be matched dollar for dollar.
• 100 percent of your gift will go directly to this endeavor.
• Please make sure to include a note that you want your gift to
go to the “Revival School Match.”
There is no better time to give!

Fr. Colin and the Jamaican
friars are in the process of addressing another urgent need among
the people they serve—an infant
school in the rural area of Revival.
Currently no viable education
options exist for the young children in this area. This weighs
particularly heavy on Fr. Colin’s
heart, as prior to his ordination
in 2017, he was a special education
teacher in Ohio for seven years.
He understands the critical need to
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The area planned for the school
is currently a field of rocks and
overgrown grass, but during the
pandemic, a lot of planning and
collaboration took place between
many key people over Zoom. This
helped get the ball rolling, and
people in the community are now
very excited.
“We were in a holding pattern,
but we are finally seeing progress,”
says Fr. Colin. “We just received the
renderings from the architect.”

Top: The planned site for the school.
Above: The first community meeting
for the new school. Back row, L to R: The
school principal, volunteer Prescilla,
church and school young adult leader
T’ka, grade 2 teacher Ms. Reid, Fr. Colin,
grade 6 teacher Mrs. Reynolds. Front
row, L to R: grade 5 teacher Ms. Gordon,
meeting host and volunteer Annette.

Fr. Colin explains that they
recently had their first community
outing to share information about
the comprehensive school project and to allow people to make
cash donations to encourage their
buy-in. The Jamaican people are
so dedicated to the school that
they turned out on a very rainy
Saturday night to help raise money
for it.
One man who gave a gift told
the volunteers that “people come
and go making promises all the
time, but when I saw Fr. Colin here,
I knew this was a serious thing.”
This is indeed an important
effort, so we are excited to announce that The Jasper Foundation
will match all donations up to a
total of $20,000 for the infant
school! May God bless you for your
continued generosity and support
of our Jamaican missions.

St. Anthony, Our Miracle Worker
So many of us count on St. Anthony’s intercession throughout the year.
We primarily think of this very popular saint as the patron saint of lost or
stolen articles, but some of us consider him a friend. If I had a dollar for
every time I was told of St. Anthony coming through for someone, I could
feed a lot of hungry people.
For countless men and some women,
St. Anthony serves as their namesake.
He is many things to many people.
He is our miracle worker.
In the Friar Works office, we receive
some of the greatest emails and notes
St. Anthony’s intercession.
Celebrate the Feast about
Anything from humorous notes about
of St. Anthony
him hiding things from people (so that
when they find the missing items, they
on June 13
need to make a donation), to serious
Masses:
health issues that suddenly were no
7:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
longer evident.
One of our recent emails tickled
Novena:
me,
and I thought it might also bring
2:30 p.m.
you a smile:
National Shrine of St. Anthony
My mother has sent money to
5000 Colerain Avenue
St. Anthony and asked him to look
Cincinnati, OH 45223
over me for my entire life. I’ve had
Visit StAnthony.org
a great life, so St. Anthony must be
to learn more, light a candle, doing something! Please use this
or post your prayer request.
donation to help someone else.
— Leo
As with Leo, the devotion to St.
Anthony is passed down through generations. That was certainly true for
me. My mother was always calling on St. Anthony, probably because there
were six of us kids and something was often misplaced or lost.
Every June 13th we honor St. Anthony in a special way on his feast day
and thank him for his many intercessions for our needs. If you are unable
to join us in person, you can still light a candle in his honor or make a gift
of St. Anthony Bread to help the friars serve those in need. For more information about St. Anthony or to light a candle, visit us at StAnthony.org.

Is God calling YOU,
or someone you
know, to be
a Franciscan?
USFranciscans.org
1-800-677-7788, ext. 345
vocation@usfranciscans.org

Have a
Franciscan
Heart:

Help Us
Help the
People
of Ukraine
The Franciscan Relief Fund was established by the Franciscan friars
in 2020 to bring food assistance to
people facing hunger during times
of natural disaster, war, disease,
unemployment, or poverty. Now
six Franciscan Provinces across the
country have come together to help
the people of Ukraine.
While many are fleeing Ukraine,
the Franciscan friars there are
staying to help the people they
serve. Through the Franciscan
Relief Fund, we send funds to
these friars to assist those who
desperately need help with food,
clothing, and medicine.
A recent heartbreaking bombing
destroyed an elementary school
where the friars were working, and
people in the area are in dire need
of help.
The Franciscan Relief Fund has
already sent over $450,000 in
funds to the friars in Ukraine and
surrounding areas thanks to generous supporters. We will continue to
send the funds every two weeks to
help those who are still suffering
from this horrific war.
To help, visit StAnthony.org
to make a donation or send your
gift in the enclosed envelope.
Please mention “Franciscan Relief
Fund” or “Ukraine” in the memo
or comments.
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A Place of Warmth and Welcome
By Sr. Eileen Connelly, OSU
Everyone needs a place
where they feel safe and
secure, where they can
experience community,
acceptance, and, most of
all, God’s love.
St. Francis Seraph
Church is such a
place in the heart of
Over-the-Rhine (OTR)—
a neighborhood in
Cincinnati, Ohio—where
the doors are open daily
from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. (with
shorter hours on Sunday),
and all are welcome.
Br. Tim Sucher, OFM,
Br. Tim Sucher, pastoral
and Anthony Cook
associate, says that on
any given day, some 20 to 30 people (most of them
homeless) can be found in church. Some people stop in
just to use the restroom. Others embrace the peaceful
atmosphere and quietly converse, rest, and even sleep.
Approximately seven or eight years ago, gentrification of the area south of OTR began pushing people
to St. Francis Seraph’s doorstep, explained Br. Tim.
“People have always been around, but not in the numbers we’ve seen in recent years,” he said. “They were
displaced from Washington Park and other areas. That
brought them here and created bigger needs for them.”
The 2017 establishment of the nearby St. Anthony
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Center, where multiple non-profit organizations serve
the basic needs of the impoverished and homeless in
one location, has also drawn people to the area, added
Fr. Al Hirt, pastor. “People were just hanging out on
the steps of the church all day and night, and it just
wasn’t an ideal situation. We wanted to respond to the
needs of the people, while still keeping things safe.”
In response, St. John the Baptist Province decided
to open the church daily and hire security, even
though there are rarely issues. “People are generally
very grateful and respectful,” Br. Tim said, noting that
they may increase the hours the church is unlocked
with the arrival of warmer weather.
During the height of COVID, the places for people
to find shelter were even more limited, Fr. Al noted, so
frequently there would be as many as 40 to 50 people
seeking refuge in the church. The numbers also increase during the winter months. While many people
find a space to stay overnight in area shelters, they
may not have the most restful night, so they come to
the church to sleep in a warm, safe place.
Providing that space is “who we are as Franciscans,”
Br. Tim said. “We’re responding to the needs of the
people who are poor, homeless, or who have addictions. It’s our call not only to help them, but to be with
them. Our God entered into relationship with us by becoming one of us. For us to follow in Jesus’ footsteps,
in St. Francis’ footsteps, we need be in relationship
with our brothers and sisters. St. Francis talks about
encounter all the time and left us a very clear model
of that in his encounter with the leper.”

“This is what God’s love is all about.”
— James C. Moore

He noted that a group of St. Francis Seraph parishioners have been recently meeting to discuss Pope
Francis’ Fratelli Tutti and how they can apply the
encyclical in their own lives and ministries.
“We’ve talked about being either an indifferent bystander or a Good Samaritan, and, of course, there’s no
option. We are brothers and sisters, and we can’t just
ignore each other. There may be uncomfortable moments, but it’s the kind of uncomfortable that’s good
for people to feel.”
Both Br. Tim and Fr. Al consider that opportunity
for encounter to be a blessing, whether it’s listening
to people’s stories, offering prayers, or finding additional services for them. Fr. Al recalled a time he was
locking the church on a Saturday evening when he was
approached by a man who said, “I come into the church
to rest, and am just really thankful to you.”
His thanks were echoed by others who have found
a sense of safety and community there.
On a Tuesday afternoon in early March, Andre
Indalecisco, who is new to Cincinnati, found himself
drawn to St. Francis Seraph after receiving assistance
at the St. Anthony Center and seeing people gathered
on the front steps of the church. He approached one
person, who told him that it was a sanctuary for people
in the neighborhood and that he would be welcomed

Br. Tim chats with Andre Indalecisco

there. Once inside, he prayed for a friend in need of
surgery, and he was assured of the prayers of the friars
while chatting with Br. Tim.
Karri Bartley, who has been homeless for nearly
three years, has lived under a bridge off and on during that time. She’s especially grateful to have a warm
place to go during the winter’s chill. “If I didn’t have
the church to come to, I’d freeze,” she said.
She also appreciates being treated with dignity and
respect when she visits St. Francis Seraph. “I’ve had
people cross the street to avoid me,” Karri said. “Just
because someone is homeless or doesn’t have a job,
we’re still human. I’ve found people with kind hearts
at the church—people who care about those of us who
might be cold or hungry. I feel lighter when I come into
the church, and I am grateful they keep it open.”
Anthony Cook is a frequent visitor to the church
who can often be found making sure the space is
free of trash and that people are being respectful and
orderly. “I’m Br. Tim’s right-hand man,” he said with
a smile.
Having experienced homelessness himself, Anthony
said, “I know what it feels like to lose everything, and
no one likes being on the street.”
After a near-death experience years ago, and the
reassurance that God has plans for him, he said,
“I don’t know what those plans are, but
maybe this is it—helping to care for the
homeless. I just know that God is good
and this is a good place.”
“I come into the church for peace
and comfort for my soul,” said James C.
Moore. “Churches that open their doors
to the homeless are such a blessing. This
is what God’s love is all about. I appreciate
all that Tim and Al do. They’re good guys.”
Although he’s no longer homeless, Gene
Sherrod still visits St. Francis Seraph
often to experience the enduring sense of
community and security. “It’s good of the
friars to keep the doors open for us,” he
said. “I feel safe in the house of the Lord.”

Fr. Al Hirt, OFM, poses with Karri Bartley
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MEET A FRIAR

Prayers on a Plane

BY EILEEN CONNELLY, OSU
God tends to put us in the places where He needs us to do His work, and that’s
exactly what happened when Fr. Charlie Smiech, OFM, was traveling last month.
Fr. Charlie, who ministers at the Serra Retreat Center in Malibu, Calif., was on a routine flight from Los Angeles to Charlotte on March 20 when God called on him.
“I was ultimately going to Oldenburg, Ind., to give a retreat with the Sisters, and
I noticed that my seatmates were watching a very unusual, very graphic movie,”
Fr. Charlie said.
Fr. Charlie
As it turns out, the two women were both physicians, and they explained to
Fr. Charlie that they were watching the video to review a recent surgical procedure.
“I told them I was a Franciscan priest and that I was on my way to give a retreat and we had a very lively
discussion,” Fr. Charlie said.
Shortly thereafter, a flight attendant came on the speaker to ask if any medical personnel were present,
and, if so, to please come forward. Both of Fr. Charlie’s seatmates responded immediately. Then came a
second announcement requesting that the priest on board respond to an emergency at the front of the
plane. Fr. Charlie did, of course, and prayed with the ill passenger and kept him calm.
When the plane landed, paramedics were on hand to take over the passenger’s care. “Two of his family
members happened to be there and they were very grateful to the doctors and to yours truly,” Fr. Charlie said.
“They gave each of us $20 to go to lunch. I used the money to enjoy a bowl of New England clam chowder
and a glass of white wine.”
Looking back on the eventful flight, Fr. Charlie said, “We were strangers who came together to help someone in need. It was just a wonderful
experience, very tender. I really appreciate that they would think to ask
the priest on board to come forward to do some prayers.”
Vision Statement
The friars of St. John the
Baptist Province are members
of the Order of Friars Minor, a
Franciscan brotherhood founded
in the 13th century by St. Francis
of Assisi. We serve the People
The Franciscan Friars have partnered
of God as Catholic brothers and
with FreeWill, a free, online estate
priests, devoting our lives to the
planning service that guides you
search for God in a communal
through the process of writing your
life of poverty, prayer, and service
will and creating a legacy in just
to others.
20 minutes.
One of the most powerful ways to
support the Franciscan Friars is by
including a gift in your will. A legacy
gift costs you nothing today but supThe Franciscan Friars
Province of St. John the Baptist
ports a devout life of prayer and service for our Franciscan brothers.
1615 Vine Street, Ste. 1
Get started with this simple and free resource today. Visit
Cincinnati, OH 45202
StAnthony.org/FreeWill to steward your blessings and begin your legacy!
513-721-4700
Email: friarworks@franciscan.org
Franciscan.org • StAnthony.org
/Franciscanfriars
/SJBFranciscans
/SJBfriars

